IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Mark Plaia, etal. 
Serial No.: 

Filed: August 24, 2001 

(Via Express Mail) 

Parent Serial No.: 09/522,461 

Parent Filing Date: March 9, 2000 

For: Anti-Stenotic Method and 
Product for Occluded and 
Partially Occluded Arteries 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1, between lines 1 and 2, insert the following continuity statement: 
- - Continuity 

This application is a continuation of our copending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

09/522,461 filed March 9, 2000, now , which is a continuation of U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/183,896, filed October 30, 1998, now U.S. Letters Patent No. 6,090,135, 
which is a division of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/098,912, filed March 5, 1998, now U.S. 
Letters Patent 5,904,146, which is a division of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/548,569, filed 



Docket: 5770.CD2C.2 

Art Unit: 

Examiner: 



October 26, 1995, now U.S. Letters Patent 5,865,844, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 08/073,002, filed June 7, 1993, now U.S. Letters Patent 5,571,169. - - 

Page 20, line 7, change "1993" to - - 1992 - - 

Page 20, line 25, change "1993" to - - 1992 - - 

Page 25, line 22, cancel "s 10 and" 

Page 28, line 2, change "Trinedyne" to - - Trimedyne - - 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1 through 104, without prejudice. 
Please add the following claims: 

- - 105. A method of treating an artery, comprising the steps of: 
enlarging the lumen size of a plaque-ridden segment of an artery; 

placing a vascular lining at the lumen enlarge segment so that the lining covers at least some 
of the lumen enlarged segment. - - 

- - 106. A method of treating an artery, comprising the steps of: 

treating the artery by enlarging the lumen size of a plaque-ridden segment of an artery by 
removing plaque therefrom; 

placing a vascular lining within the artery along at least a portion of the treated segment so 
as to engage at least some of a residual arterial surface area of the treated segment. - - 



- - 107. A method of treating an artery, comprising the steps of: 

enlarging the lumen size of a plaque-ridden segment of an artery using a plaque-removing 
instrument; 

inserting a vascular lining into the artery at the treated segment so that at least a surface of 
the lining covers at least some of a residual arterial surface of the treated segment; 
stabilizing the vascular lining within said artery at said location. - - 

- - 108. A method of treating an artery, comprising the steps of: 
enlarging the lumen size of a plaque-ridden segment of an artery; 

placing a vascular lining within the artery so as to cover at least part of the lumen enlarged 
segment; 

stabilizing the vascular lining within said artery at said location. - - 

- - 109. A method of restoring reduced or absent blood flow capacity to an artery in 
a patient, comprising the steps of: 

excavating plaque and the like from within a segment of an artery; 
placing a vascular lining at a location within and as an internal lining for at least some of the 
excavated segment; 

stabilizing the vascular lining within said artery at said location. - - 
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- - 1 10. A method of restoring reduced or absent blood flow capacity to an artery in 
a patient, comprising the steps of: 

removing plaque and the like from within a segment of an artery; 

placing a vascular lining at a location within and as an internal lining for the artery at least 
co-extensive with at least part of the segment so as to cover at least some of an arterial surface area 
at the segment. - - 

--111. A method of restoring reduced or absent blood flow capacity to an artery in 

a patient, comprising the steps of: 

accessing to the artery through a small man-made passageway; 

removing plaque from within a segment of an artery through the small man-made 
passageway; 

placing a vascular lining into the artery through the small man-made passageway; 

placing the lining at a location within and as an internal lining for the artery co-extensive at 
least in part with the segment so as to cover at least some of an arterial surface area at the segment 
using another instrument; 

causing the vascular lining to be contiguously stabilized within said artery at said, 
location. - - 
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- - 1 1 2. An uninterrupted method of treating a vessel, comprising the following steps 
in succession without appreciable delay between steps: 

creating an entry site into the vessel; 

inserting a treating instrument into the vessel through the entry site; 

treating plaque from within a segment of the vessel using the treating instrument; 

removing the treating instrument through the entry site; 

placing a vascular lining through the entry site and at a location within and as a contiguous 
internal lining for at least some of the vessel at least con-extensive with and predominantly 
concealing at least some of the segment using an insertion and placement instrument; 

removing the insertion and placement instrument through the entry site; 

stabilizing the vascular lining within said vessel at said location. - - 

- - 1 1 3. A largely non-invasive method of treating a vessel, comprising the steps of: 
enlarging the flow path size of a segment of a vessel, the enlarging step comprising removing 

plaque; 

without delay using a control to introduce and place a vascular lining into the vessel 
coextensive with at least some of the plaque removal segment; 

promptly thereafter securing the vascular lining with the vessel at and so as to cover at least 
some of an inside surface within the vessel for long term retention without the control. - - 



-5- 



- - 1 14. A method of treating an artery, comprising the steps of: 
reducing the quantity of plaque from within a segment of an artery; 

placing a vascular lining not previously in the artery, at a location within the artery which 
comprises the segment by displacing the vascular lining through a surgical access site using a 
control; 

securing the vascular lining so that the lining is generally contiguously within and generally 
covers and conceals at least some of a surface area of said artery at said location. - - 

- - 1 15. A method of treating an artery, comprising the steps of: 
performing an arteriotomy; 

parting plaque from within a segment of an artery using an instrument introduced through 
the arteriotomy; 

removing plaque and the instrument through the arteriotomy; 

placing a vascular lining carried by a second instrument through the arteriotomy and at a 
location within and as an internal lining for at least some of a surface area of the artery co-extensive 
at least in part with the segment; 

securing the vascular lining within said artery at said location. - - 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1 through 1 04 have been canceled, without prejudice. Claims 105 through 1 1 5 have 
been added. 

Applicants pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .53(b) and 1 .63(d)(l)(iv) by their attorney certify that this 
divisional application as filed is a true copy of the original parent application. All applicable 
declarations filed in the parent case are enclosed. 

The Applicants state that the facts alleged in their VERIFIED SMALL ENTITY 
STATEMENT which was filed in the parent case, a copy being attached, remain true at this date and 
small entity status is, accordingly, applicable. 

It is respectfully submitted that all pending claims are in condition for allowance. 




Respectfully submitted, 



602 East 300 South 

Salt Lake City, UT 84102 

Telephone: (801) 364-5633 
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